Tour:
Destination:
Specialization:
Itinerary:

The British Experience
United Kingdom: England & Scotland
Arts, history & culture
11-days / 10-nights

As with all sample itineraries, please be advised that this is an ‘example’ of a schedule and that the activities and hotels shown may be
variable dependent upon dates, weather, special requests and other factors. Itineraries will be confirmed prior to travel.

London…

As one of the world’s top destinations,

London is a bevy of English bobbies, an ocean of black umbrellas, and
an unconquered continuance of more than 2,000 years of history.
Now an uber-cool city, London remains history-steeped. There’s
sufficient antiquity and historic splendor around every corner…
London’s buildings are eye-catching milestones in the city’s unique
and compelling biography. There’s more than enough funky
innovation to put a crackle in the air, but it never drowns out London’s
well-preserved, centuries-old narrative. Architectural grandeur rises
up all around you, ancient remains dot the city and charming pubs
punctuate the Thames riverside. A tireless innovator of art and
culture, London is a city of ideas, imagination, art and history all rolled
into one. It’s all here!
The Crown Jewels, Buckingham Palace, Camden Market… In London, history collides with art, fashion, food, and
good British ale. Londoners are fiercely independent thinkers so the creative milieu is naturally streaked with
attitude, from theatrical innovation to contemporary art, pioneering music, writing and design. A perfect day is
different for everyone: culture hounds hit the Tate Modern and the Royal Opera House. Clotheshorses will drool
over Oxford Street shops. For foodies, cream tea at Harrod’s or crispy fish from a proper chippy offers classic
London flavor. Music and book buffs will freak over Abbey Road and the Sherlock Holmes Museum.
And while English may be the national tongue, over 300 languages shape London’s linguistic soundscape. These
languages also represent cultures that season the culinary aromas on London’s streets, the clothing you glimpse
and the music you hear. It can seem like the whole world has come to town. Museums have collections as
diverse as they are magnificent, while flavors at markets range across the gourmet spectrum. London’s diverse
cultural dynamism makes it quite possibly the world’s most international city, while being somehow intrinsically
British.

Did you know?
✓ Most people have an impression that Big Ben is the name of the world-famous clock, or perhaps the tower
that houses it. The name actually refers to the 13-ton bell. The tower is known as St. Stephen’s Tower.
✓ The city that is presently known as London has gone through a variety of names during its history. At the
time of the Roman Invasion, it was called Londinium. In Saxon times, it became known as Lundenwic. And
during the kingdom of Alfred the Great, the city was known as Lundenburg.
✓ Her Majesty the Queen is not allowed to go into the House of Commons because she is not a commoner.
✓ Rumor has it that Windsor Castle is haunted by a range of ghosts, including King Henry VIII, Queen Elizabeth
I, Mad King George, and Charles I.
✓ About sixteen percent of the UK’s restaurants are located in London, and there are more Michelin-rated
restaurants in London than in any city except for Paris.

✓ London is highly diverse ethnically and culturally; around one in three Londoners is a foreign national. Over
300 languages are spoken in London, more than in any other city in the world.
✓ The Queen’s official residence, Buckingham Palace, was built in 1702… on the site of a notorious brothel!
✓ Harrods, London’s most famous shop, once used a cobra to guard a valuable pair of sandals. They were priced
at £62,000 and were covered in diamonds and sapphires.
✓ In England, people drive on the left side of the road…except for one road: Savoy Court in London. Here, cars
are legally required to drive on the right; originally created in 1902 so that fancy folk could get straight out of
their carriages into the Savoy Theatre. The law was never changed.
✓ Cab drivers in London are special. To become a taxi driver, they must pass ‘The Knowledge Test.’ Taking two
to four years to study, they must memorize 25,000 streets and 20,000 landmarks.
✓ The London Underground (known as the Tube) is the oldest and longest metro in the world, with over 270
stations and 400 km of tracks.

Day 1
Meals in flight, on own

Depart on your jet across the pond!
Most groups will depart the USA in the evening hours for an overnight flight, but it will depend upon your
origination and your flight routing. Dependent upon your air carrier, meals may be available for purchase or
may be included. Best practice is for students to plan to purchase meals until your flights are confirmed and all
inclusions are stated.

Day 2
Dinner

Hello London! Arrive in London, England in the early morning hours. Clear customs and transfer to your hotel.
In the afternoon, catch up on some rest and get acclimatized to your new time zone, or go out and explore! This
evening we’ll have our Welcome, Safety & Orientation Meeting followed by dinner. Get ready for a fabulous
week!

Please know that we are able to offer hotel classes to fit every budget. Accommodation options range from hostel-type
accommodation (which are very good in the UK), through 4-star properties. Please let us know your preference. Below
is an example of a moderate 3-star property.

Sample Hotel – Bayswater Inn London - This budget-friendly hotel is located on
the edge of Notting Hill, one of London's trendiest districts. You'll be within
easy walking distance of Hyde Park as well as Bayswater and Queensway
stations, putting you a brisk Tube ride from the sights of central London. There
are shops and places to eat nearby, and Bayswater Inn is convenient for
Portobello Road Market and shopping at Knightsbridge.
Welcome, Safety & Orientation Meeting – This is our group meeting to set your team up
for success. Your Ambassador will go over everything from safety to weather, your
itinerary, plus a fire drill. Have questions, want to celebrate a birthday or want to add
something to your itinerary? Your Ambassador is appointed to serve your group
throughout your stay in the United Kingdom.

Day 3
Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own

After breakfast at our hotel, we’re in for a fantastic day! We’ll start with an arts masterclass, followed by a visit
to Warner Brothers and then this evening, we’ll ride the magnificent London Eye!
West End Arts Master Class - Today we’ll kick off our week with a Master Class that ties into the theatre
performance we’ll be seeing on the next evening. Master Classes offer a wide variety of options to make your
trip to the theatre an enhanced learning experience. From aspiring young actors to those students visiting the
theatre for the very first time, the workshops are designed to suit the needs of a variety of ages and skills. Master
Classes are designed to:
✓ Explore the central subjects, themes and characters in the show of your choice
✓ Build confidence, develop strong communication skills and encourage individual thought and teamwork
✓ Teach professional performance skills such as acting, singing and dance
Once you pick your West End Show, you’ll let us know your focus – dance, drama, musical theatre, technical or
general education. From there, we’ll select the perfect Master Class to set up your team for success! Some
options might include:

Following our first morning’s Master Class, we off to learn about the making of the Harry Potter movies!
Warner Brothers Studio Tour – People the world-over have been enchanted by the Harry Potter films for more
than a decade. The wonderful special effects and amazing creatures have made this iconic series beloved to

both young and old – and now, the doors are open at the studio where it first began. You'll have the chance to
go behind the scenes and see things the camera never showed! From breathtakingly detailed sets to stunning
costumes, props and animatronics, Warner Bros. Studio Tour London provides a unique showcase of the
extraordinary British artistry, technology and talent that went into making the most successful film series of all
time.

This evening we’ll have dinner and then a visit to the London Eye!
The London Eye – Astonish, amaze and excite pupils with an incredible perspective of
London that is a history lesson, geography lesson, cultural lesson and a lesson in
engineering and design. From every angle, the London Eye is an exceptionally useful and
inspiring educational tool. This is because so many different disciplines went into its
creation and there are so many ways in which it can be used to exemplify aspects of
learning - whether in specific areas such as design, technology, architecture and
engineering, or more broadly to promote numeracy and literacy, commercial or
community issues.

Day 4
Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own

Today is a day for sightseeing! Are you ready? We’ll take the London Hop-On/Off Sightseeing Tour complete
with a cruise on the Thames! In the evening, we’ll have a West End theatre experience!
The Original Sightseeing Tour - The Original Tour is the essential introduction to London. Experience the magical
sights and sounds of London in comfort and safety aboard this hop-on / hop-off bus tour. From historic sites
and attractions, to some of the most famous views in the world, this tour will take you where you want to go.
With over 80 stops and 3 main sightseeing routes, this tour is the finest way to see London and her landmarks.
Sit back, relax and take in the sights, sounds and iconic views of the city, both ancient and modern.

Thames River Cruise – In conjunction with your hop-on/hop-off sightseeing tour, your ticket will also include a
Thames River Cruise. See London from a fresh perspective, and sail along the River Thames! Cruises depart

from Westminster Pier (Big Ben) and the Tower (of London) Pier. The passes are valid within the same 24 hours
as your bus ticket. Commentary is generally available in English, French, German, Japanese, Mandarin and
Spanish.
After our fun-filled day of exploration, we’ll have dinner locally and then it’s off to the theatre!
West End Theatre – The show will be in conjunction with the workshop we attended
on the previous day. Groups may choose from a variety of shows and workshops. Let
us know your preferences!

Day 5
Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own

Another great London day!! After breakfast we’ll start by visiting Shakespeare’s Globe for a tour and a Master
Class. In the afternoon we’ll check out the Tate Modern Museum and then, when evening starts to set, a special
walking tour!
Shakespeare’s Globe – Private Tour & Master Class - Shakespeare's Globe is a faithful reconstruction of the
open-air Elizabethan playhouse associated with William Shakespeare, designed in 1599 and a unique
international resource dedicated to the exploration of Shakespeare's work and the playhouse for which he
wrote. You and your students can unlock Shakespeare’s themes, characters and stories inspired by the unique
setting of the Globe as you see Shakespeare’s life and works come alive. Includes a 1-hour Master Class led by
a Globe Education Practitioner and based on any Shakespeare play of your choice, plus a half-hour guided visit
to the theatre.

The Tate Modern Museum – The Tate Modern is an institution that houses the UK's national collection of British
art, international modern and contemporary art. It is known as the home of British art from 1500 to the present
day and is one of the largest museums of modern and contemporary art in the world. Tate Modern was opened
by Queen Elizabeth on 11 May 2000. In its first year, Tate Modern received 5.25 million visitors.
To finish our day, we’ll have a little fun and excitement!
Jack the Ripper Walking Tour – As twilight unfolds across the sinister
thoroughfares of London’s East End and as the shadows lengthen across its
cobblestone courtyards and tucked away passageways, this tour sets off into
the dark alleyways and darker recesses of Whitechapel to follow the ripper’s
blood- stained trail of terror. Step-by-bloodcurdling-step you will find yourself
spirited back in time to the dark autumn nights of 1888 when Jack the Ripper
prowled the very streets and people walked in fear!

Afterwards, we’ll have dinner locally.

Day 6
Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own

Today is our last full day in London and it will be a great one with three incredible activities. We’ll start at the
world renown British Museum, followed by the Tower of London and wrap up with a specialty Beatles Walking
Tour!
The British Museum - The British Museum is a public institution dedicated to human history, art and culture. Its
permanent collection numbers some 8 million works and is among the largest and most comprehensive in
existence, having been widely sourced during the era of the British Empire and documenting the story of human
culture from its beginnings to the present. A brilliant experience not to be missed!

The Tower of London – Officially Her Majesty's Royal Palace and Fortress of the Tower of London, the Tower of
London is a historic castle located on the north bank of the River Thames in central London. Despite the Tower
of London's grim reputation as a place of torture and death, within these walls you will also discover the history
of a royal palace, an armoury and a powerful fortress. Don’t miss Royal Beasts and learn about the wild and
wonderous animals that have inhabited the Tower, making it the first London Zoo. Discover the priceless Crown
Jewels, join an iconic Beefeater on a tour and hear their bloody tales, stand where famous heads have rolled,
learn the legend of the Tower's ravens, storm the battlements and get to grips with swords and armour!

Hey Jude, how do you fancy a walk?
Beatles Walking Tour - This walk is a unique opportunity to Imagine the Beatles and the swinging 60s in London.
It is a Magical Mystery Tour of the Beatles' London haunts:
• Their Apple offices, where the group played the famous 'rooftop session'
• Paul McCartney's offices where Paul can be seen occasionally
• The well-known London theatre which became 'birthplace' of Beatlemania

•
•
•
•
•
•

The site of John's infamous 'bigger than Jesus' interview
What John Lennon was doing outside some public toilets in 1966!
The studio where Hey Jude was recorded
The shopping street that was the heart of 'Swinging London'
Abbey Road Studios and the famous Abbey Road crossing
The tour ends at 'Helter Skelter' the Beatles Coffee Shop, where you can buy a range of Beatles
souvenirs including The Guide to the Beatles London

Tonight, we’ll have dinner locally before starting to pack up to hit the road in the morning.

Day 7
Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own

Get loaded up because today we’re leaving London to see some other amazing English delights! Our first stop
will be Bath, approximately a 2.5-hour drive. Once in Bath we’ll check out the Jane Austen Centre and then get
a guided historical tour to learn all about this lovely city and check-out the Roman Baths that inspired its name.

The Jane Austen Centre - Delve into the life of Britain’s favorite author, Jane Austen. Exhibits and costumed
characters tell the story of Austen’s time spent living here in Bath between 1801 and 1806 and the impact it had
on her work. Situated in an original Georgian townhouse, come and meet the costumed ‘character’ guides, and
enjoy being shown Bath’s fascinating history and its associations with Jane Austen and her family. The Centre
also now features a specially commissioned waxwork of Jane – two years in the making, with the assistance of
an internationally-renowned sculptor, an FBI-trained forensic artist and a Bafta and Emmy award-winning
costume designer.
Groups will enjoy:
• Admission & tour of the facility

•
•

Lady Catherine’s Proper Cream Tea - warm scones served with Dorset clotted cream, locally sourced
jams and a hot drink
1.5-hour historical tour or Bath

Next up, we’re off to Stonehenge –
Stonehenge - Walk in the footsteps of your Neolithic ancestors at Stonehenge – one of the wonders of the world
and the best-known prehistoric monument in Europe. Explore the ancient landscape on foot and step inside the
Neolithic Houses to discover the tools and objects of everyday Neolithic life. Visit the world-class exhibition and
visitor center with 250 ancient objects and come face to face with a 5,500-year old man.
For centuries, historians and archaeologists have puzzled over the many mysteries of Stonehenge, the
prehistoric monument that took Neolithic builders an estimated 1,500 years to erect. Located in southern
England, it is comprised of roughly 100 massive upright stones placed in a circular layout. While many modern
scholars now agree that Stonehenge was once a burial ground, they have yet to determine what other purposes
it served and how a civilization without modern technology—or even the wheel—produced the mighty
monument. Its construction is all the more baffling because, while the sandstone slabs of its outer ring hail
from local quarries, scientists have traced the bluestones that make up its inner ring all the way to the Preseli
Hills in Wales, some 200 miles from where Stonehenge sits on Salisbury Plain. Today, nearly 1 million people
visit Stonehenge, a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1986, every year.

After, we’ll start on onward journey to Warwickshire in the West Midlands of England. The county is famous for
being the birthplace of William Shakespeare and is home to stunning Warwick castle. This evening, we’ll stay
here and have dinner locally.

Day 8
Breakfast included; lunch & dinner on own

Rise and shine London! After breakfast this morning, we’re off bright and early to discover a true gem - Warwick
Castle!

Warwick Castle - Experience one thousand years of jaw-dropping history at Warwick Castle - great battles,
ancient myths, spellbinding tales, pampered princesses, heroic knights. Warwick Castle is one of the most
famous and daunting castles in the world; a medieval castle developed from an original built by William the
Conqueror in 1068. Warwick is the county town of Warwickshire, situated on a bend of the River Avon. An audio
guide is included for all participants.

Following our morning of ancient castle exploration, we’re off through the countryside, driving up to Edinburgh,
Scotland, stopping for lunch and dinner along the way. Lunch and dinner will be ‘purchase on own’ allowing us
to stop whenever we are hungry and trying some different types of foods along the way. The drive is about 5 to
6-hours.

Day 9
Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own

Good morning Scotland! Get ready for a great day, checking out all this is Scotland!

Scotland…

The history of Scotland is as fascinating as it is complex. There were tribal Celts and

ancient, face-painted Picts, Roman conquerors and audacious red-headed Vikings, fallen monarchs and powerful
warrior-royals, noble clansmen, great explorers, pensive philosophers, bright inventors, and all that came with
them and the remnants they left behind including astonishing signs of their presence and sophistication. Think
ancient and mysterious standing stones, fine castles and lavish stately homes, striking architecture, derelict
fortresses, world-famous feats of engineering and more! From the Scottish Borders to Orkney and from Fife to
the Isle of Skye, fierce battles, cruel ridings and bloody risings were won and lost, lasting unions were forged,
and new discoveries and world-changing inventions were made.
What makes Scotland unique? Is it their love of whisky, kilts and ceilidhs? The monster at the bottom of their
loch, or the prickly plant they use as their national symbol? For anyone spending time in Scotland, a toe-tapping
tune, a jovial dance and a hearty sing-a-long is almost a guarantee, and it's rarely a quiet affair. Traditional
Scottish music still reverberates around the country. You'll hear street
pipers blast the pipes, energetic fiddle sessions and the gentle melodies
of folk songs echoing from inside pubs. Welcome to Scotland!
Local School Visit - We’ll start the day visiting a local Scotland school.
Sample Schools may include both private and public schools. Examples:
Mary Erskine’s School or Stewart’s Melville College.
Next, we’re off to discover fabulous history.

Edinburgh Castle, The Royal Mile & Old Town Historical Walking Tour – Scotland’s history stretches back
thousands of years. From tribal Celts to noble clansmen, mysterious standing stones to lavish castles, you’ll find
signs of our complex history all over the country. In this 3-hour walking tour, take a step back into Edinburgh’s
fascinating past.
Edinburgh Castle - Edinburgh Castle is a historic fortress which dominates the skyline of the city of Edinburgh
from its position on the Castle Rock. Archaeologists have established human occupation of the rock since at least
the Iron Age (2nd century AD), although the nature of the early settlement is unclear. There has been a royal
castle on the rock since at least the reign of David I in the 12th century, and the site continued to be a royal
residence until 1633. From the 15th century the castle's residential role declined, and by the 17th century it was
principally used as military barracks with a large garrison. Its importance as a part of Scotland's national heritage
was recognized increasingly from the early 19th century onwards, and various restoration programs have been
carried out over the past century and a half. As one of the most important strongholds in the Kingdom of
Scotland, Edinburgh Castle was involved in many historical conflicts from the Wars of Scottish Independence in
the 14th century to the Jacobite rising of 1745. Research undertaken in 2014 identified 26 sieges in its 1100year-old history, giving it a claim to having been "the most besieged place in Great Britain and one of the most
attacked in the world".

The Royal Mile is the name given to a succession of streets forming the main thoroughfare of the Old Town of
the city of Edinburgh. The term was first used descriptively in 1901and then as the title of a guidebook, published
in 1920. The thoroughfare is, as the name suggests, approximately one mile long and runs downhill between
two significant locations in the history of Scotland, namely Edinburgh Castle and Holyrood Palace.

Before we leave the area, we’ll do a little more digging into castle life!
The Edinburgh Dungeons – Are you ready to experience a different type of theatre? This awesome 80-minute
tour take you through 1000 years of Scottish history via 2 underground rides and 11 live shows. The Edinburgh
Dungeon brings together an amazing cast of theatrical actors, special effects, stages, scenes and rides in a truly

unique and exciting walk through experience that you see, hear, touch, smell and feel. It’s hilarious fun and it’s
sometimes a bit scary!
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Full on 360 sets with gripping storytelling
11 interactive shows, 500 years of history
State of art theming and special effects
2 thrilling underground rides
Laughs, screams and cutting-edge storytelling

In the evening, we’ll have dinner locally and then some free time for rest and relaxation.

Day 10
Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own

For out last day in Scotland, we’ll discover life outside of the city center with visits to some of Scotland’s most
scenic and historic places!
Day Excursion to Stirling Castle, Loch Lubnaig & Loch Katrine with a Private, Historical Guide – Our private
guide will walk us through the history, beauty and classic Scottish scenes, giving you all the details to make the
day super special!
Stirling Castle - Located in Stirling, the Castle is one of the largest and most important castles in Scotland, both
historically and architecturally. Stirling Castle was the key to the kingdom of Scotland, dominating a vast volcanic
rock above the river Forth at the meeting point between Lowlands and Highlands. Its origins are ancient and
over the centuries it grew into a great royal residence and a powerful stronghold.

There have been at least eight sieges of Stirling Castle, including several during the Wars of Scottish
Independence (think Braveheart), with the last being in 1746, when Bonnie Prince Charlie unsuccessfully tried
to take the castle. In times of peace Scottish royalty came to Stirling to enjoy its comforts, the superb hunting
and to hold court – the castle was often the center of government. Royal building projects like the Great Hall,
the Chapel Royal and the Palace of James V, marked it out as one of the most important places in all Scotland.
Before the union with England, Stirling Castle was also one of the most used of the many Scottish royal
residences, very much a palace as well as a fortress. Several Scottish Kings and Queens have been crowned at
Stirling, including Mary, Queen of Scots in 1542, and others were born or died there. Later it became an
important military base and eventually home to the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders.
Loch Lubnaig - Loch Lubnaig is a small but stunningly located stretch of freshwater nestling between two striking
mountains, Ben Ledi and Benvane to the southwest and Ben Vorlich to the northeast. Loch Lubnaig is near
Callander in the Stirling council area of the Scottish Highlands. It lies in Perthshire and is part of the Loch Lomond
& Trossachs National Park. A bird’s eye view of the loch reveals how it came by its name, for Lùbnaig means
crooked in Gaelic.

Loch Katrine – Loch Katrine is steeped in history, natural beauty and is the gateway to the Great Trossachs Forest
National Nature Reserve, in the Heart of the National Park. It is the perfect place for a day trip and cruise. The
various adventures available include sailing on the world-famous Steamship Sir Walter Scott and cycling or
walking back down the north shore of the Loch. The stunning and ever-changing scenery is breathtaking and is
one of Scotland’s most beautiful hidden gems.
Finally, hop aboard the steamship Sir Walter Scot and get ready to cruise the lake.

Steamship Sir Walter Scott - This is the perfect crossing for groups looking to relax and soak up the scenery. The
1-hour cruise departs from Trossachs Pier taking you on an awe-inspiring journey. On the 60-minute sailing,
you’ll glide past stunning Trossachs landmarks such as Ben A’an and Ben Venue and the lake’s restaurant’s
namesake location, Brenachoile, from the Gaelic for “above the trees”. Enjoy the on-board heated saloon and
settle in while listening to the tales and legends of the loch narrated by the knowledgeable crew.
For our last night in Scotland, we’ll wrap up with a very special evening. We’ll be invited to a local school for
some fun, dinner and entertainment. Ready for the bagpipes?

Day 11
Breakfast included dependent upon departure time

Today we’ll end our tour with free time in the morning to sleep in (dependent upon flight timings) and then
traveling home, taking memories away with us that will last forever.

THE BRITISH EXPERIENCE
Minimum Booking Numbers:

20 students

What’s Included:

Roundtrip international flights
9-nights hotel accommodations – 5-nights in London area, 1-night
Warwickshire, 3-nights Edinburgh
Breakfasts daily + 8 Dinners
Theatre Master Class in London
Warner Brothers Harry Potter Studio Tour
The London Eye
Hop On-Off London Sightseeing Tour
Thames River Cruise
London West End Theatre Production
Shakespeare’s Globe – Private Tour & Master Class
The Tate Modern Museum
Jack the Ripper Walking Tour
The British Museum
The Tower of London & Queen’s Jewels w/ Audio Guide
The Beatles Walking Tour
Jane Austen Center with Lady Catherine’s Proper Cream Tea Service
Bath Historical Tour
Stonehenge Tour with a Private Guide
Warwick Castle Excursion w/ Audio Guide
Scotland School Visit
Edinburgh Castle, The Royal Mile & Old Town Historical Walking Tour
The Edinburgh Dungeons Tour
Stirling Castle Excursion with Private Guide
Loch Lubnaig Excursion with Guide
Loch Katrine Excursion with Guide
Steamship Sir Walter Scott Cruise
Evening Mixer with Scottish School
Personal Tour Ambassador
Fund-a-Forest: A tree is planted in the name of each guest
Dollar$ For Scholars: $2 donation in the name of each guest
24-hour emergency cover

What’s Not Included:

Fully comprehensive insurance (mandatory)
Transfers to/from home airport
Lunches + Dinner on Day 8
Cost of visas, full or collective passports
Cost of inoculations or medication required for travel
Sightseeing / Entertainment Options not shown
Hotel incidental deposits & bills – meals, mini-bar items, recreation,
purchases billed to room, etc
Any gratuities – drivers, hotel services, Ambassador, guides

As always, our staff are always available to you to answer any questions you may have regarding programming.
If we may serve you in any way, please do not hesitate to contact us.

